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(You can send an email to a general news email for a local media outlet, or look up a journalist who covers municipal politics or, if the issue is near a school, education. Go to the media outlet’s website and look for a “contact us” tab or a list of newsroom contacts)
 
Subject: [describe in around five words the road-safety danger you want to fix such as “Children in danger on Montreith Avenue” or “Cyclists being injured by drivers turning right at First & Union"]
 
Hello, [journalist first name and last name]: 
My name is [name], and I live in / (or go to school in) [your location]. I’m writing about [the problem] at [specific location]. [Your story in a couple short sentences: What you’ve seen or experienced there, and who it affects.]
 
This isn’t just my experience. [One or two facts: a statistic or the number of people affected. If a school, club, or organization backs you, say so here: “I’m writing on behalf of...” or “More than [number] students cross here every day.”]
 
I would like to see [name your solution for this location] and I have already [name what you’ve done - written to a municipal councillor, gone to a council meeting, written to someone in the transportation department].

I’m happy to talk to you further about this issue and give you a tour of [the specific location] - I think your [readers if print, listeners if radio, viewers if TV] would be interested in knowing about this danger in our community and it would be great to get more support to fix this problem.

Please let me know if I can provide you with more information and if you’re interested in doing a story on this safety issue.

Many thanks,


[Name, and your school, club, or organization if you have one]
[Contact information]
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